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Public event / open clinic

• This year, 25 centres across Belgium have been involved,

Since 2010, every year, the Belgian Working Group on Heart Failure, in 
collaboration with the Belgian Cardiologic League, join forces to organize the 
campaign on a national level.

Many activities have been organized, such as:

• „Open house‟ in heart failure clinics,

• Lectures to patients, their relatives and the general population about heart
failure: What about heart failure, signs & symptoms, diagnosis, treatments, 
role of education

• Presentation of the movie „L'insuffisance cardiaque, un nouveau parcours pour 
votre cœur „ or “ Hartfalen, een nieuw parcours voor uw hart” (new edition)

• Workshops about „heart failure‟ diets

• Participation of patient representatives to share their experiences



HF Awareness Days: 

This year, 25 centres across Belgium have been involved.

• CHR de Verviers
• CHU Liège (Liège), 
• CHR de la Citadelle (Liège), 
• CHC Hermalle sous Argenteau
• Cliniques  Univ. Saint Luc (Bruxelles) 
• Hôpital Erasme (ULB) (Bruxelles) 
• CHU Saint Pierre (Bruxelles)
• CHU Brugmann (Bruxelles)
• Clinique à Saint-Luc Bouge
• CHU Dinant Godinne (UCL)
• CHU Charleroi
• CHU Ambroise Paré (Mons) 
• CH Jolimont (La Louvière)

• AZ Sint-Elisabeth (Turnhout)
• AZ Klina (Brasschaat)
• AZ Groeninge (Kortrijk), 
• SJK Izegem
• UZ Gent
• UZ Gasthuisberg (Leuven),
• ZOL GENK (Genk)
• OLVZ Hospital (Aalst)
• AZ Sint-Lucas (Gent)
• UZ Brussel
• Centre Hospitalier Epicura Hornu
• CH de Wallonie Picarde (CHWAPI)



Media Coverage (Newspaper and website coverage)

1. Belga (online)  April 26th 2017 

2. Moustique  May 3rd 2017 

3. Le Journal du Médecin April 27th 2017 

4. Vivre Ici RTBF (online) April 27th 2017 

5. RTC Télé Liège (television) April 27th 2017 

6. Pharmaplanet (online) April 26th 2017 

8. Gezondheid.be (online) April 26th 2017 

9. Het Laatste Nieuws (online)  May 3rd 2017 

10. De Specialist (online) May 3rd 2017 

11. Le Spécialiste (online) April 27th 2017 

12. Bodytalk (print) May 3rd 2017 

13. RTL INFO (online) May 5th 2017 

14. L‟Avenir (online) May 5th 2017 

16. La Libre Belgique (online) May 5th 2017 

17. La Dernière Heure (online) May 5th 2017 

18. Skynet (online) May 5th 2017 

19. Actual Care (online) May 5th 2017 

20. MPS (online) April 26th 2017

21. Medi-Sphere (online) April 26th 2017 

22. Het Laatste Nieuws (online) May 5th 2017 

23. De Morgen (online) May 5th 2017 

24. Knack (online) May 5th 2017 

25. VTM Nieuws (television)  May 5th 2017 

26. L‟Avenir (print)  May 5th 2017 

27. Bodytalk (print)  May 5th 2017 

28. TéléSambre (television) May 5th 2017 

29. L‟Avenir (online) May 5th 2017 

30. L‟Avenir (print) May 5th 2017 

31. Het Laatste Nieuws (online) May 6th, 2017 

32. Het Laatste Nieuws (print) May 6th, 2017 

33. L‟Avenir (online) May 6th, 2017 55

34. L‟Avenir (print) May 6th, 2017 

35. Het Nieuwsblad May 6th, 2017 57

36. Bel RTL – Santé vous bien May 6th, 2017 

37. Bel RTL – JP 13h00 May 6th, 2017 

52 media coverage (37 press clippings already published)



• 2 newswire agencies

• 17 daily newspapers

• 5 televisions

• 6 radios

• 5 magazines

• 12 medical press

MEDIA COVERAGE



Public event / open clinic



Public event / open clinic



Public event / open clinic

CPR stands for Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation & Live Demo



MEDIA COVERAGE HIGHLIGHTS (TV and radio )

Santé Vous bien (BelRTL)



TV and radio coverage

• http://www.lavenir.net/cnt/dmf20170505_00999907/trois-jours-pour-etre-a-l-ecoute-de-l-insuffisance-
cardiaque

• http://www.lavenir.net/cnt/dmf20170505_00999627/insuffisance-cardiaque-associations-et-patients-
tirent-la-sonnette-d-alarme

• http://www.rtl.be/info/magazine/science-nature/insuffisance-cardiaque-associations-et-patients-tirent-la-
sonnette-d-alarme-915151.aspx

• http://www.dhnet.be/dernieres-depeches/belga/insuffisance-cardiaque-associations-et-patients-tirent-la-
sonnette-d-alarme-590bf2becd70022542a1133f

• https://www.rtc.be/video/culture/sante/l-invite-l-insuffisance-cardiaque_1494944.html
• http://www.telesambre.be/dernier-journal-televise_d_22139.html?qp=7&lim_un=72&pn=7
• http://www.lespecialiste.be/fr/actualite/insuffisance-cardiaque-associations-et-patients-tirent-la-

sonnette-dalarme?tk_id=nosign
• https://nieuws.vtm.be/vtm-nieuws/politiek/de-block-bespaart-op-nazorg-hartfalen
• http://www.hln.be/hln/nl/957/Binnenland/article/detail/3150418/2017/05/05/Minister-De-Block-

bespaart-op-nazorg-na-hartfalen.dhtml
• http://www.demorgen.be/binnenland/de-block-bespaart-op-nazorg-hartfalen-b2aa2d03/
• http://www.knack.be/nieuws/belgie/de-block-bespaart-op-nazorg-hartfalen/video-iwatch-849147.html
• http://www.mpsservices.be/index.php/2017/04/26/les-restrictions-budgetaires-ne-permettent-plus-de-

traiter-les-230-000-insuffisants-cardiaque-comme-il-le-faudrait/
• http://www.lespecialiste.be/nl/actualiteit/europese-sensibiliseringsdagen-over-hartfalen-vinden-plaats-

van-5-tot-7-mei?tk_id=nosign



Newspaper and website coverage



Newspaper and website coverage



Materials for patients

• Different websites, DVD and booklets for the education and 
the help of the patients and their relatives.

www.insuffisance-cardiaque.be

www.hart-falen.be

Twitter account: @BWGHF
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Political Engagement

During the HF Awareness campaign, some 
reports from several newspapers that the 
Health Minister, Maggie De Block, had 
ongoing negotiations with cardiologists.

Proposal of reimbursement of some items 
not yet reimbursed for heart failure 
patients in Belgium…
(NP testing, HF nurses, long-term cardiac 
rehabilitation program)

Hope for an appointment in the Autumn…



Patient Engagement

Speaker



Key Messages for the HF awareness campaign
in Belgium

• Heart failure represents 2-3% of health costs for the society

• That cost will double in the next decade.

• By 2030, there will be 30-40% more patients.

• Morbidity and cost of heart failure is as important as cancer 
morbidity.

• According to APR-DRG (INAMI-Riziv), hospitalizations and 
readmissions for HF in Belgium represent a cost of 152 
million euros in 2014, compared with 87 millions in 2004. 
That means the costs have almost doubled.



How to save cost in Belgium?
Avoid hospitalizations by different measures:

• Funding for education by HF nurses,

• Cardiac rehabilitation program for all HF patients, 

(cf. rec. Class IA ESC 2016)

• Multidisciplinary approach, 

(cf. rec. Class IA ESC 2016)

• NP Testing to help GP to identify HF patients,



Belgian Heart Failure Charter

In the Charter on heart failure, we ask to the authorities a series of measures to be taken for heart failure in terms of:
screening, awareness, education, multi-disciplinary approach, cardiac rehabilitation and research.

More than 12.000 signatures 
have been collected.

www.fr.docvadis.be/moncoeur

http://www.fr.docvadis.be/moncoeur

